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ABSTRACT: A copper-catalyzed aminobenzannulation of (o-
alkynyl)arylketones with amines has been developed. This
method features the use of a cheap copper catalyst, the facile
annulation involving various amines, and the good functional
group tolerance.

Regioselective construction of polysubstituted aromatic
compounds is a topic of continued interest due to the

prevalence of these structural motifs in natural products,
pharmaceuticals, and functional materials. However, classical
methods for their synthesis are mainly based on the aromatic
substitution, which suffer from relatively low regioselectivity,
low efficiency, and harsh conditions. After the pioneering work
of Berthelot on thermal cyclotrimerization of acetylene,1

benzannulation as a synthetically useful strategy for the
construction of polysubstituted aromatic compounds has
attracted considerable research interest.2 A large number of
efficient benzannulation pathways have been developed,2

including the transition-metal-catalyzed cyclotrimerization of
alkynes,3 the reaction of chromium Fischer carbene with
alkynes (Wulff−Dötz reaction),4 and the [4 + 2] benzannu-
lation of vinylketenes,5 o-alkynyl benzaldehydes,6 or enynes
with alkynes, etc.7,8

Recently, the benzannulations of α-acetylenic aryl ketone
derivatives, such as their silyl enol ethers or β-ketoesters, via
regioselective intramolecular electrophilic 6-endo-dig carbocyc-
lizations have provided a series of efficient pathways for the
synthesis of polysubstituted naphthalenes.9−11 Thereafter,
analogous aminobenzannulation reactions of α-acetylenic
(hetero)aryl ketones with secondary amines were also
developed for the construction of amino-substituted aromatic
compounds.12,13 In 2001, Herndon reported the palladium-
catalyzed Sonogashira coupling, followed by cyclization
between o-bromoacetophenone and 1-hexyne in diethylamine
or pyrrolidine as solvents (Scheme 1a).12a Later, Belmont
developed a metal-free pyrrolidine-triggered aminobenzannula-
tion reaction of α-acetylenic heteroaryl ketones, which were
used for the construction of amino-substituted acridines,
quinolones, dibenzofurans, and carbazoles (Scheme 1b).13

However, examples of aminobenzannulation involving primary
amines are rare perhaps because they react with ketones
preferentially forming the corresponding imines instead of
enamines. Moreover, only methyl ketone substrates were
included in these transformations.13b Therefore, more general
and practical processes for aminobenzannulation of α-acetylenic
aryl ketones need to be developed.

As a class of unique aromatic molecules, α-aminonaphthalene
and its derivatives have been widely used in dye manufacturing,
polymer science, etc.8e,10b,14,15 Recently, the photophysics of
several α-aminonaphthalene derivatives have also attracted
much attention.16 Therefore, as a continuation of our research
on copper-mediated cyclization reactions of o-alkynylbenzaldi-
mines,17 we envisioned the synthesis of α-aminonaphthalenes
via copper-catalyzed aminobenzannulation of α-acetylenic aryl
ketones with various amines. Herein, we report on the
realization of this transformation (Scheme 1c).
Initially, the reaction of 2-(phenylethynyl)acetophenone (1a)

with 1 equiv of aniline (2a) in the presence of 5 mol %
Cu(OAc)2·H2O in toluene was conducted at 130 °C in air for
12 h. To our surprise, the carbannulation product naphthalene-
1-amine 3aa was isolated in 24% yield (Table 1, entry 1). When
the amount of aniline was increased to 1.5 or 2 equiv, 3aa could
be isolated in higher yields (67% and 72%, entries 2 and 3).
The reaction performed at 100 °C gave 3aa in relatively lower
yield (61%, entry 4). When the reaction was carried out under
an argon atmosphere, 3aa could be obtained almost
quantitatively (>99%, entry 5). Decreasing the amount of
Cu(OAc)2·H2O to 2.5 mol % still led to an excellent yield of
3aa (96%, entry 6). However, by further decreasing the catalyst
loading to 1.0 mol %, 3aa could be isolated in only 57% yield
(entry 7). Notably, no aminobenzannulation product was
observed in the absence of Cu(OAc)2·H2O (entry 8).
Thereafter, several solvents, such as t-Am-OH, PhCl, DMF,
and 1,4-dioxane, were screened, and toluene proved the best
choice (entries 9−12). Furthermore, several metal catalysts
including CuCl2, Cu(OTf)2, anhydrous Cu(OAc)2, CuOAc,
CuI, Pd(OAc)2, Zn(OAc)2, and Fe(OAc)2 were tested, which
could also catalyze the transformation, albeit with inferior yields
(entries 13−20).
Having the optimized reaction conditions in hand, the scope

of this transformation was investigated with various amines
(Table 2). Several para-substituted arylamines proceeded well
and both electron-rich and electron-deficient substituents were
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tolerated (3ab−3ae).18 Other aromatic amines, such as α-
naphthylamine and 2-aminopyridine, also reacted with 1a,
forming the corresponding annulation products in good yields
(3af and 3ag). Interestingly, the reaction of benzylamine 2h
with 1a gave rise to the desired product 3ah in 98% yield.
Furthermore, other aliphatic amines were also suitable
substrates, including sterically bulky tert-butylamine (3ai−
3ak). Under the standard conditions, a series of secondary
amines also reacted smoothly with 2-(phenylethynyl)-
acetophenone (1a), affording the corresponding products in
moderate to good yields (3al−3ao).19 We have also checked

the scalability of the reaction with the 4.0 mmol scale synthesis
of 3aa in 98% yield (1.19 g). Notably, the reaction between
amonia 2p and 1a could only afford the corresponding imino-
cyclization product 4ap in 60% yield.20 Therefore, to achieve
the corresponding 1-amino-3-phenyl-naphthalene (3ap), we
conducted the aminobenzannulation of 1a with benzylamine
2h, followed by efficient N-debenzylation under mild
conditions, which produced the desired product 3ap in 71%
yield (eq 1).

Subsequently, the scope of α-acetylenic aryl ketones 1 was
studied (Table 3). Various substituents including both aromatic

Scheme 1. Aminobenzannulation of α-Acetylenic Aryl Ketones

Table 1. Optimization of the Reaction Conditionsa

entry [M] (mol %) solvent air/Ar yield (%)b

1c Cu(OAc)2·H2O (5.0) PhMe air 24
2d Cu(OAc)2·H2O (5.0) PhMe air 67
3 Cu(OAc)2·H2O (5.0) PhMe air 72
4e Cu(OAc)2·H2O (5.0) PhMe air 61
5 Cu(OAc)2·H2O (5.0) PhMe Ar >99
6 Cu(OAc)2·H2O (2.5) PhMe Ar 96
7 Cu(OAc)2·H2O (1.0) PhMe Ar 57
8 PhMe Ar 0
9 Cu(OAc)2·H2O (2.5) t-Am-OH Ar 93
10 Cu(OAc)2·H2O (2.5) PhCl Ar 82
11 Cu(OAc)2·H2O (2.5) DMF Ar 71
12 Cu(OAc)2·H2O (2.5) 1,4-dioxane Ar 41
13 CuCl2 (2.5) PhMe Ar 52
14 Cu(OTf)2 (2.5) PhMe Ar 77
15 Cu(OAc)2 (2.5) PhMe Ar 86
16 CuOAc (2.5) PhMe Ar 89
17 CuI (2.5) PhMe Ar 11
18 Pd(OAc)2 (2.5) PhMe Ar 69
19 Zn(OAc)2 (2.5) PhMe Ar 35
20 Fe(OAc)2 (2.5) PhMe Ar trace

aReaction condtions: 1a (0.2 mmol), 2a (0.4 mmol), [M], solvent (1.5
mL), 130 °C, sealed, 12 h. bIsolated yield of 3aa. c2a (0.2 mmol). d2a
(0.3 mmol). e100 °C.

Table 2. Investigation of Scope in Aminesa,b

aReaction condtions: 1a (0.2 mmol), 2 (0.4 mmol), Cu(OAc)2·H2O
(2.5 mol %), PhMe (1.5 mL), Ar, 130 °C, sealed, 12 h. bIsolated yield.
cYield of 4 mmol scale reaction (1.19 g of 3aa).
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and aliphatic substituents on the alkynyl group were well
tolerated (3ba−3ha). The reaction of terminal alkyne 1i with

aniline 2a could afford the corresponding annulation product
3ia in 56% yield. However, the annulation of 1j involving the
trimethylsilyl-substituted alkynyl group with aniline 2a was not
observed. Moreover, both electron-donating and electron-
withdrawing groups on the phenyl ring have little effect on
the reaction (3ka−3ma). Notably, 1-(3-(phenylethynyl)-
thiophen-2-yl)ethan-1-one (1n) could also react with 2a, giving
the desired product 3na in 28% yield. Increasing the amount of
Cu(OAc)2·H2O to 7.5 mol % led to the formation of 3na in
82% yield. Interestingly, the reaction of (Z)-4,6-diphenylhex-3-
en-5-yn-2-one (1o) with piperidine (2n) worked smoothly at
100 °C, affording 1-([1,1′:3′,1″-terphenyl]-5′-yl)piperidine
(3on) in 93% yield.21 Besides methylketone, aryl ethylketone
1p and even aryl n-hexyl ketone 1q could also react with
aniline, affording the desired products, albeit in relatively lower
yields (3pa and 3qa). Notably, 2-oxo-2-(2-(phenylethynyl)-
phenyl)ethyl acetate (1r) also reacted with aniline under the
standard conditions, affording 3-phenyl-1-(phenylamino)-
naphthalen-2-ol (3ra) as major product.18 The acetyl group
was removed during the reaction process. Similarly, 2-oxo-2-(2-
((trimethylsilyl)ethynyl)phenyl)ethyl acetate (1s) reacted with
aniline through the addition of KF and AcOH, which gave rise
to the corresponding 1-(phenylamino)naphthalen-2-ol (3sa) in
28% yield. Traditionally, the ortho-aminated naphthols are
synthesized through nitration/reduction, which suffered from
harsh conditions and limited generality.22

Several deuterium labeling experiments were performed to
understand the mechanism (Scheme 2). Initially, the reaction
of 1a with 2a in the presence of 2.5 mol % Cu(OAc)2·D2O and
5 equiv of D2O in toluene at 130 °C for 12 h provided the
corresponding product 3aa-d in 92% yield with deuterium
incorporation at C-2 (17% deuteration) and C-4 (60%
deuteration) position. When the reaction was performed
under the same conditions for only 6 h, 3aa-d was isolated in

Table 3. Investigation of Scope in (o-Alkynyl)arylketonesa,b

aReaction condtions: 1 (0.2 mmol), 2 (0.4 mmol), Cu(OAc)2·H2O
(2.5 mol %), PhMe (1.5 mL), Ar, 130 °C, sealed, 12 h. bIsolated yield.
cCu(OAc)2·H2O (7.5 mol %). d100 °C. ePhNH2 (3 equiv). fKF (1.02
equiv), AcOH (1.3 equiv).

Scheme 2. Mechanism Study
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70% yield with similar deuteration results (eq 2). Notably, 20%
of the starting compound 1a was recovered and 7% deuteration
of the methyl group was observed. Furthermore, it was also
found that treatment of 1a with 2.5 mol % Cu(OAc)2·D2O in
the presence of 5 equiv of D2O in toluene at 130 °C for 12 h
led to 24% deuteration of the methyl group (eq 3; also see the
Supporting Information). However, both the reactions of
simple acetophenone (5) with and without aniline (2a) under
similar reaction conditions could not give the deuterated
acetophenone (5-d) (eq 4; also see the Supporting
Information). All of these results indicated that the
coordination ability of copper and the directing effect of the
alkynyl group could facilitate the keto−enol or imine−enamine
tautomerization. On the contrary, the reaction of 5 with
piperidine (2n) in the presence of 5 equiv of D2O produced the
deuterated acetophenone (5-d) with 49% deuteration of the
methyl group. Moreover, the addition of 2.5 mol % of
Cu(OAc)2 led to a higher deuteration ratio (58%, eq 5).
Thereafter, the reaction of 1a with piperidine (2n) in the
absence of Cu(OAc)2·H2O was also carried out at 130 °C for
12 h, and only a trace amount of annulation product 3an was
observed (see the Supporting Information). These results
indicated the dual roles of Cu(OAc)2·H2O in the annulation of
1a with secondary amines.
On the basis of the above results, a tentative mechanism for

the aminobenzannulations of (o-alkynyl)arylketone 1 with
primary and secondary amines was proposed (Scheme 3). First,

the condensation of (o-alkynyl)arylketone 1 with primary
amine R3NH2 leads to the formation of an imine intermediate
which may coordinate with Cu(OAc)2 to form the intermediate
A. The Cu(II)-promoted tautomerization of imine A to
enamine A′, followed by 6-endo-dig carbocyclization, afforded
the intermediate B.23,24 On the other hand, secondary amine
R3

2NH reacted with 1 directly, affording the enamine
intermediate C, which may also undergo Cu(II)-mediated 6-
endo-dig carbocyclization to form intermediate B. Finally, the
protonolysis of intermediated B gave the desired product 3.
In conclusion, we have developed an efficient copper-

catalyzed aminobenzannulation reaction of α-acetylenic
(hetero)aryl ketones with primary and secondary amines. A

series of amino-substituted aromatic compounds, especially α-
aminonaphthalenes, could be synthesized through this trans-
formation. The mechanistic studies indicated that, for the
reaction of primary amines, the presence of both an ortho-
alkynyl group and Cu(II) facilitated the imine−enamine
tautomerization, which is essential for the following 6-endo-
dig carbocyclizations.

■ EXPERIMENTAL SECTION
General Information. All commercial reagents were used without

further purification. The (o-alkynyl)arylketones were prepared
according to the literature.25 1H and 13C NMR spectra were recorded
at 500 MHz in CDCl3, CD2Cl2, or DMSO-d6 solutions. High-
resolution mass spectra were recorded on an FT-MS instrument using
the ESI technique.

General Procedures for the Synthesis of α-Aminonaphtha-
lenes. To a 15 mL tube were added (o-alkynyl)arylketone 1 (0.2
mmol), amine 2 (0.4 mmol), Cu(OAc)2·H2O (0.005 mmol), and 1.5
mL of degassed toluene under an Ar atmosphere. Then, the tube was
sealed with a Teflon lined cap, and the resulting mixture was stirred at
130 °C for 12 h. Finally, the reaction mixture was purified by column
chromatography on silica gel (petroleum ether/ethyl acetate = 50:1)
to give desired product 3.

N,3-diphenylnaphthalen-1-amine (3aa). Light yellow solid; mp
95−97 °C; yield: 96% (57 mg); 1H NMR (500 MHz, CDCl3) δ 8.07
(d, J = 8.4 Hz, 1H), 7.97 (d, J = 8.1 Hz, 1H), 7.83 (s, 1H), 7.76−7.71
(m, 3H), 7.61−7.56 (m, 1H), 7.55−7.49 (m, 3H), 7.45−7.40 (m, 1H),
7.37−7.32 (m, 2H), 7.12 (dd, J = 8.5, 0.9 Hz, 2H), 7.00 (t, J = 7.4 Hz,
1H), 6.05 (brs, 1H); 13C NMR (126 MHz, CDCl3) δ 144.7, 141.1,
139.4, 139.0, 135.1, 129.6, 129.0, 128.9, 127.5, 127.5, 126.9, 126.7,
125.8, 121.8, 120.9, 120.8, 117.6, 115.3; HRMS (ESI), m/z calcd. For
C22H17NNa [(M + Na)+] 318.1259, found 318.1254.

3-Phenyl-N-(p-tolyl)naphthalen-1-amine (3ab). Light yellow
liquid; yield: 94% (58 mg); 1H NMR (500 MHz, CDCl3) δ 8.09 (d,
J = 8.5 Hz, 1H), 8.01 (d, J = 8.1 Hz, 1H), 7.83 (s, 1H), 7.78 (dt, J =
8.2, 1.7 Hz, 2H), 7.71 (d, J = 1.7 Hz, 1H), 7.62 (ddd, J = 8.1, 6.9, 1.1
Hz, 1H), 7.58−7.52 (m, 3H), 7.49−7.44 (m, 1H), 7.22 (d, J = 8.0 Hz,
2H), 7.15−7.08 (m, 2H), 6.03 (brs, 1H), 2.45 (s, 3H). 13C NMR (126
MHz, CDCl3) δ 141.7, 141.3, 140.2, 139.0, 135.1, 130.7, 130.1, 129.0,
128.9, 127.5, 126.6, 126.3, 125.6, 121.5, 120.0, 118.8, 113.5, 20.8;
HRMS (ESI), m/z calcd. For C23H19NNa [(M + Na)+] 332.1415,
found 332.1411.

N-(4-Methoxyphenyl)-3-phenylnaphthalen-1-amine (3ac). Light
yellow liquid; yield: 93% (61 mg); 1H NMR (500 MHz, CD2Cl2) δ
8.07 (d, J = 8.4 Hz, 1H), 7.99 (d, J = 8.0 Hz, 1H), 7.78−7.73 (m, 3H),
7.61 (ddd, J = 8.1, 6.8, 1.2 Hz, 1H), 7.58−7.50 (m, 3H), 7.49 (d, J =
1.7 Hz, 1H), 7.46−7.40 (m, 1H), 7.24−7.18 (m, 2H), 7.02−6.96 (m,
2H), 6.10 (brs, 1H), 3.87 (s, 3H); 13C NMR (126 MHz, CD2Cl2) δ
155.4, 141.7, 141.3, 138.9, 136.7, 135.1, 128.9, 128.8, 127.4, 127.3,
126.5, 125.4, 125.1, 122.2, 121.0, 118.6, 114.8, 110.7, 55.5; HRMS
(ESI), m/z calcd. For C23H19NNaO [(M + Na)+] 348.1364, found
348.1362.

N-(4-Chlorophenyl)-3-phenylnaphthalen-1-amine (3ad). White
solid; mp 130−132 °C; yield: 90% (60 mg); 1H NMR (500 MHz,
CDCl3) δ 8.01 (d, J = 8.7 Hz, 1H), 7.98−7.95 (m, 1H), 7.85 (s, 1H),
7.74−7.70 (m, 2H), 7.66 (d, J = 1.7 Hz, 1H), 7.58 (ddd, J = 8.1, 6.8,
1.2 Hz, 1H), 7.55−7.49 (m, 3H), 7.45−7.41 (m, 1H), 7.28−7.24 (m,
2H), 7.00−6.95 (m, 2H), 5.96 (brs, 1H); 13C NMR (126 MHz,
CDCl3) δ 143.5, 140.9, 138.90, 138.87, 135.0, 129.4, 129.0, 128.9,
127.6, 127.3, 127.0, 126.7, 125.9, 125.2, 121.7, 121.4, 118.5, 116.0;
HRMS (ESI), m/z calcd. For C22H16ClNNa [(M + Na)+] 352.0869,
found 352.0865.

N-(4-Bromophenyl)-3-phenylnaphthalen-1-amine (3ae). Light
yellow solid; mp 140−141 °C; yield: 91% (68 mg); 1H NMR (500
MHz, CDCl3) δ 8.00 (d, J = 8.3 Hz, 1H), 7.97 (d, J = 8.1 Hz, 1H),
7.86 (s, 1H), 7.76−7.69 (m, 2H), 7.67 (d, J = 1.5 Hz, 1H), 7.58 (t, J =
7.5 Hz, 1H), 7.50−7.53 (m, 3H), 7.43 (t, J = 7.4 Hz, 1H), 7.38−7.40
(m, 2H), 6.91 (d, J = 8.8 Hz, 2H), 5.95 (brs, 1H); 13C NMR (126
MHz, CDCl3) δ 144.09, 140.83, 138.89, 138.64, 135.05, 132.28,

Scheme 3. Proposed Mechanism
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128.98, 128.93, 127.58, 127.34, 127.13, 126.75, 125.96, 121.78, 121.61,
118.71, 116.37, 112.27; HRMS (ESI), m/z calcd. For C22H17BrN [(M
+ H)+] 374.0544, found 374.0546.
N-(Naphthalen-1-yl)-3-phenylnaphthalen-1-amine (3af). Light

yellow liquid; yield: 82% (57 mg); 1H NMR (500 MHz, CDCl3) δ
8.20 (d, J = 8.4 Hz, 1H), 8.14 (d, J = 8.4 Hz, 1H), 8.03 (d, J = 8.2 Hz,
1H), 7.98 (d, J = 7.7 Hz, 1H), 7.85 (s, 1H), 7.70−7.66 (m, 2H), 7.66−
7.52 (m, 5H), 7.50−7.45 (m, 2H), 7.45−7.38 (m, 3H), 7.19 (dd, J =
7.5, 0.8 Hz, 1H), 6.47 (brs, 1H); 13C NMR (126 MHz, CDCl3) δ
141.2, 140.8, 140.2, 139.1, 135.1, 134.8, 129.1, 128.83, 128.76, 127.43,
127.40, 127.0, 126.7, 126.31, 126.25, 126.20, 125.81, 125.78, 122.6,
121.81, 121.78, 120.4, 115.6, 115.0; HRMS (ESI), m/z calcd. For
C26H19NNa [(M + Na)+] 368.1415, found 368.1413.
N-(3-Phenylnaphthalen-1-yl)pyridin-2-amine (3ag). Light yellow

solid; mp 197−199 °C; yield: 76% (45 mg); 1H NMR (500 MHz,
DMSO) δ 9.03 (s, 1H), 8.29 (s, 1H), 8.23 (d, J = 7.0 Hz, 1H), 8.15 (s,
1H), 8.00 (d, J = 6.7 Hz, 1H), 7.94 (s, 1H), 7.79 (d, J = 6.5 Hz, 2H),
7.58−7.51 (m, 5H), 7.40 (d, J = 5.9 Hz, 1H), 7.02 (d, J = 7.7 Hz, 1H),
6.75 (s, 1H); 13C NMR (126 MHz, DMSO) δ 157.7, 148.0, 140.8,
138.1, 137.9, 137.8, 134.9, 129.5, 129.1, 128.0, 127.4, 127.2, 126.8,
125.9, 123.2, 120.9, 117.7, 115.0, 110.8; HRMS (ESI), m/z calcd. For
C21H16N2Na [(M + Na)+] 319.1211, found 319.1208.
N-Benzyl-3-phenylnaphthalen-1-amine (3ah). Light yellow liquid;

yield: 98% (61 mg); 1H NMR (500 MHz, CDCl3) δ 7.97 (d, J = 8.1
Hz, 1H), 7.89 (d, J = 8.4 Hz, 1H), 7.80−7.78 (m, 2H), 7.61−7.54 (m,
6H), 7.54−7.42 (m, 5H), 7.02 (d, J = 1.5 Hz, 1H), 4.83 (s, 1H), 4.63
(s, 2H); 13C NMR (126 MHz, CDCl3) δ 143.74, 142.15, 139.50,
139.13, 134.72, 129.16, 128.88, 128.82, 127.97, 127.60, 127.54, 127.32,
126.33, 124.94, 122.85, 119.98, 116.05, 104.63, 48.80; HRMS (ESI),
m/z calcd. For C23H19NNa [(M + Na)+] 332.1415, found 332.1411.
N-Phenethyl-3-phenylnaphthalen-1-amine (3ai). Light yellow

liquid; yield: 76% (49 mg); 1H NMR (500 MHz, CDCl3) δ 7.94−
7.90 (m, 1H), 7.82 (dt, J = 8.1, 1.6 Hz, 2H), 7.76 (d, J = 8.5 Hz, 1H),
7.57−7.51 (m, 4H), 7.50−7.40 (m, 4H), 7.39−7.32 (m, 3H), 7.00 (d, J
= 1.4 Hz, 1H), 4.55 (brs, 1H), 3.70 (t, J = 7.0 Hz, 2H), 3.18 (t, J = 7.0
Hz, 2H); 13C NMR (126 MHz, CDCl3) δ 143.7, 142.2, 139.5, 139.3,
134.7, 129.1, 128.9, 128.8, 128.8, 127.5, 127.3, 126.7, 126.2, 124.8,
122.9, 119.8, 115.8, 104.3, 45.3, 35.5; HRMS (ESI), m/z calcd. For
C24H21NNa [(M + Na)+] 346.1572, found 346.1570.
N-(3-Phenylnaphthalen-1-yl)hexanamide (3aj). Light yellow

liquid; yield: 65% (39 mg); 1H NMR (500 MHz, CDCl3) δ 7.94 (d,
J = 8.0 Hz, 1H), 7.88 (d, J = 8.3 Hz, 1H), 7.84−7.86 (m, 2H), 7.50−
7.59 (m, 5H), 7.47 (t, J = 7.4 Hz, 1H), 6.96 (s, 1H), 4.45 (brs, 1H),
3.42 (t, J = 7.1 Hz, 2H), 1.95−1.80 (m, 2H), 1.66−1.54 (m, 2H),
1.54−1.42 (m, 4H), 1.05 (t, J = 6.9 Hz, 3H); 13C NMR (126 MHz,
CDCl3) δ 144.1, 142.3, 139.6, 134.7, 129.1, 128.8, 127.6, 127.3, 126.2,
124.7, 122.8, 119.8, 115.5, 104.0, 44.4, 31.8, 29.5, 27.2, 22.8, 14.2;
HRMS (ESI), m/z calcd. For C22H25NNa [(M + Na)+] 326.1885,
found 326.1880.
N-(tert-Butyl)-3-phenylnaphthalen-1-amine (3ak). Light yellow

solid; mp 101−104 °C; yield: 84% (47 mg); 1H NMR (500 MHz,
CDCl3) δ 7.90−7.95 (m, 2H), 7.82−7.84 (m 2H), 7.60−7.49 (m,
5H), 7.49−7.44 (m, 1H), 7.31 (d, J = 1.4 Hz, 1H), 4.38 (brs, 1H), 1.63
(s, 9H); 13C NMR (126 MHz, CDCl3) δ 142.3, 139.0, 135.0, 129.3,
128.8, 127.5, 127.2, 126.0, 124.9, 124.7, 120.4, 116.2, 109.6, 51.8, 30.1;
HRMS (ESI), m/z calcd. For C20H22N [(M + H)+] 276.1752, found
276.1748.
N,N-Diethyl-3-phenylnaphthalen-1-amine (3al).12b Light yellow

liquid; yield: 78% (45 mg); 1H NMR (500 MHz, CDCl3) δ 8.46−8.38
(m, 1H), 8.00−7.93 (m, 1H), 7.86 (s, 1H), 7.84−7.77 (m, 2H), 7.61−
7.55 (m, 4H), 7.50 (d, J = 1.5 Hz, 1H), 7.49−7.45 (m, 1H), 3.37 (q, J
= 7.0 Hz, 4H), 1.21 (t, J = 7.1 Hz, 6H); 13C NMR (126 MHz, CDCl3)
δ 148.5, 141.8, 138.4, 135.2, 130.5, 128.9, 128.6, 127.5, 127.3, 126.2,
125.3, 124.3, 121.4, 117.9, 47.8, 12.4.
N-Benzyl-N-ethyl-3-phenylnaphthalen-1-amine (3am). Light yel-

low liquid; yield: 66% (45 mg); 1H NMR (500 MHz, CDCl3) δ 8.53−
8.46 (m, 1H), 7.98−7.91 (m, 1H), 7.82 (s, 1H), 7.77−7.69 (m, 2H),
7.53−7.58 (m, 4H), 7.49−7.50 (m, 2H), 7.46−7.42 (m, 2H), 7.38−
7.41 (m, 2H), 7.31 (t, J = 7.3 Hz, 1H), 4.46 (s, 2H), 3.31 (q, J = 7.0
Hz, 2H), 1.16 (t, J = 7.0 Hz, 3H); 13C NMR (126 MHz, CDCl3) δ

148.3, 141.7, 139.1, 138.3, 135.2, 129.7, 128.8, 128.7, 128.4, 128.3,
127.5, 127.3, 127.0, 126.2, 125.4, 124.0, 121.5, 118.1, 58.2, 47.1, 11.8;
HRMS (ESI), m/z calcd. For C25H24N [(M + H)+] 338.1909, found
338.1904.

1-(3-Phenylnaphthalen-1-yl)piperidine (3an).12b Light yellow
solid; mp 87−88 °C; yield: 86% (50 mg); 1H NMR (500 MHz,
CDCl3) δ 8.33−8.25 (m, 1H), 7.97−7.90 (m, 1H), 7.84−7.76 (m,
3H), 7.59−7.51 (m, 4H), 7.47−7.42 (m, 1H), 7.40 (d, J = 1.5 Hz,
1H), 3.20 (brs, 4H), 1.95 (dt, J = 10.8, 5.4 Hz, 4H), 1.75 (brs, 2H);
13C NMR (126 MHz, CDCl3) δ 151.6, 141.8, 138.7, 135.0, 128.8,
128.7, 128.4, 127.5, 127.3, 126.2, 125.3, 123.8, 121.0, 114.5, 54.8, 26.8,
24.7.

1-(3-Phenylnaphthalen-1-yl)indoline (3ao). Light yellow solid; mp
121−123 °C; yield: 28% (18 mg); 1H NMR (500 MHz, CDCl3) δ
8.17 (d, J = 8.4 Hz, 1H), 8.02−7.96 (m, 2H), 7.78 (d, J = 1.6 Hz, 1H),
7.76−7.71 (m, 2H), 7.61−7.55 (m, 1H), 7.54−7.49 (m, 3H), 7.44−
7.39 (m, 1H), 7.29 (d, J = 5.1 Hz, 1H), 7.02 (t, J = 7.6 Hz, 1H), 6.80
(t, J = 7.4 Hz, 1H), 6.40 (d, J = 7.9 Hz, 1H), 4.09 (d, J = 57.7 Hz, 2H),
3.49−3.10 (m, 2H); 13C NMR (126 MHz, CDCl3) δ 151.1, 142.9,
140.9, 139.0, 135.1, 130.5, 129.6, 128.9, 128.7, 127.5, 127.4, 127.2,
126.7, 125.8, 124.7, 124.1, 123.5, 119.7, 118.4, 109.1, 55.7, 29.1;
HRMS (ESI), m/z calcd. For C24H20N [(M + H)+] 322.1596, found
322.1593.

1-Methyl-3-phenylisoquinoline (4ap).19 Light yellow oil; yield:
60% (26 mg); 1H NMR (500 MHz, CDCl3) δ 8.20−8.13 (m, 3H),
7.95 (s, 1H), 7.88 (d, J = 8.2 Hz, 1H), 7.69 (ddd, J = 8.1, 6.9, 1.1 Hz,
1H), 7.59 (ddd, J = 8.2, 6.9, 1.2 Hz, 1H), 7.56−7.50 (m, 2H), 7.46−
7.41 (m, 1H), 3.07 (s, 3H); 13C NMR (126 MHz, CDCl3) δ 158.6,
150.1, 139.9, 136.8, 130.0, 128.7, 128.3, 127.6, 127.0, 126.8, 126.6,
125.6, 115.2, 22.7.

N-Phenyl-3-(p-tolyl)naphthalen-1-amine (3ba). Light yellow
liquid; yield: 84% (52 mg); 1H NMR (500 MHz, CDCl3) δ 8.08 (d,
J = 8.4 Hz, 1H), 7.99 (d, J = 8.1 Hz, 1H), 7.86 (s, 1H), 7.76 (d, J = 1.5
Hz, 1H), 7.68 (d, J = 8.1 Hz, 2H), 7.60 (t, J = 7.4 Hz, 1H), 7.56−7.50
(m, 1H), 7.40−7.31 (m, 4H), 7.13 (d, J = 7.6 Hz, 2H), 7.03 (t, J = 7.4
Hz, 1H), 6.04 (brs, 1H), 2.50 (s, 3H); 13C NMR (126 MHz, CDCl3) δ
144.8, 139.3, 138.9, 138.2, 137.3, 135.1, 129.6, 129.5, 128.9, 127.3,
126.9, 126.6, 125.6, 121.8, 120.7, 120.6, 117.6, 115.4, 21.2; HRMS
(ESI), m/z calcd. For C23H19NNa [(M + Na)+] 332.1415, found
332.1410.

3-(4-Methoxyphenyl)-N-phenylnaphthalen-1-amine (3ca). Light
yellow liquid; yield: 93% (61 mg); 1H NMR (500 MHz, CDCl3) δ
8.07 (d, J = 8.4 Hz, 1H), 7.97 (d, J = 8.1 Hz, 1H), 7.81 (s, 1H), 7.72
(d, J = 1.5 Hz, 1H), 7.71−7.66 (m, 2H), 7.58 (t, J = 7.5 Hz, 1H),
7.54−7.48 (m, 1H), 7.37 (t, J = 7.9 Hz, 2H), 7.12 (d, J = 7.7 Hz, 2H),
7.09−7.05 (m, 2H), 7.03 (t, J = 7.4 Hz, 1H), 6.03 (brs, 1H), 3.92 (s,
3H); 13C NMR (126 MHz, CDCl3) δ 159.4, 144.8, 139.3, 138.5,
135.2, 133.6, 129.5, 128.8, 128.4, 126.7, 126.6, 125.5, 121.8, 120.6,
120.2, 117.5, 115.3, 114.4, 55.4; HRMS (ESI), m/z calcd. For
C23H19NNaO [(M + Na)+] 348.1364, found 348.1360.

3-(4-Chlorophenyl)-N-phenylnaphthalen-1-amine (3da). Light
yellow solid; mp 109−111 °C; yield: 96% (64 mg); 1H NMR (500
MHz, CDCl3) δ 8.05 (d, J = 8.3 Hz, 1H), 7.95 (d, J = 8.1 Hz, 1H),
7.76 (s, 1H), 7.61−7.64 (m, 3H), 7.58 (t, J = 7.4 Hz, 1H), 7.53 (t, J =
7.0 Hz, 1H), 7.46 (d, J = 8.5 Hz, 2H), 7.35 (t, J = 7.9 Hz, 2H), 7.11 (d,
J = 7.7 Hz, 2H), 7.02 (t, J = 7.4 Hz, 1H), 6.03 (brs, 1H); 13C NMR
(126 MHz, CDCl3) δ 144.4, 139.6, 139.5, 137.6, 135.0, 133.5, 129.6,
129.0, 129.0, 128.6, 126.8, 126.0, 121.7, 121.0, 120.6, 117.8, 114.4;
HRMS (ESI), m/z calcd. For C22H17ClN [(M + H)+] 330.1050, found
330.1045.

N-Phenyl-3-(thiophen-3-yl)naphthalen-1-amine (3ea). Light yel-
low solid; mp 135−138 °C; yield: 95% (57 mg); 1H NMR (500 MHz,
CDCl3) δ 8.03 (d, J = 8.6 Hz, 1H), 7.92 (d, J = 8.1 Hz, 1H), 7.81 (s,
1H), 7.70 (d, J = 1.6 Hz, 1H), 7.57−7.47 (m, 4H), 7.44 (dd, J = 5.0,
2.9 Hz, 1H), 7.36−7.30 (m, 2H), 7.11−7.07 (m, 2H), 6.99 (tt, J = 7.5,
1.1 Hz, 1H), 6.00 (brs, 1H); 13C NMR (126 MHz, CDCl3) δ 144.7,
142.3, 139.4, 135.1, 133.5, 129.6, 128.8, 127.0, 126.7, 126.5, 126.4,
125.7, 121.8, 120.83, 120.77, 120.0, 117.6, 114.8; HRMS (ESI), m/z
calcd. For C20H15NNaS [(M + Na)+] 324.0823, found 324.0818.
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3-(Cyclohex-1-en-1-yl)-N-phenylnaphthalen-1-amine (3fa). Light
yellow solid; mp 108−110 °C; yield: 70% (42 mg); 1H NMR (500
MHz, CDCl3) δ 7.99 (d, J = 8.3 Hz, 1H), 7.88 (d, J = 8.1 Hz, 1H),
7.62−7.56 (m, 2H), 7.51 (ddd, J = 8.1, 6.8, 1.2 Hz, 1H), 7.45 (ddd, J =
8.2, 6.8, 1.3 Hz, 1H), 7.28−7.33 (m, 2H), 7.05−7.00 (m, 2H), 6.95 (tt,
J = 7.4, 1.1 Hz, 1H), 6.27 (ddd, J = 5.6, 3.9, 1.5 Hz, 1H), 5.92 (brs,
1H), 2.60−2.51 (m, 2H), 2.33−2.25 (m, 2H), 1.91−1.83 (m, 2H),
1.71−1.76 (m, 2H); 13C NMR (126 MHz, CDCl3) δ 145.2, 140.2,
138.3, 136.3, 134.9, 129.4, 128.7, 127.2, 126.3, 125.6, 125.2, 121.8,
120.2, 118.8, 117.0, 114.6, 27.4, 26.0, 23.1, 22.2; HRMS (ESI), m/z
calcd. For C22H21NNa [(M + Na)+] 322.1572, found 322.1565.
N-Phenyl-3-propylnaphthalen-1-amine (3ga). Light yellow liquid;

yield: 99% (52 mg); 1H NMR (500 MHz, CDCl3) δ 8.04 (d, J = 8.4
Hz, 1H), 7.88 (d, J = 8.1 Hz, 1H), 7.58−7.52 (m, 1H), 7.51−7.43 (m,
2H), 7.39−7.31 (m, 3H), 7.05−7.07 (m, 2H), 7.00 (t, J = 7.3 Hz, 1H),
5.95 (brs, 1H), 2.83−2.74 (m, 2H), 1.86−1.75 (m, 2H), 1.07 (t, J =
7.3 Hz, 3H); 13C NMR (126 MHz, CDCl3) δ 145.1, 140.7, 138.5,
135.0, 129.4, 128.1, 126.5, 126.2, 124.9, 121.9, 121.8, 120.3, 117.8,
117.2, 38.4, 24.5, 14.0; HRMS (ESI), m/z calcd. For C19H19NNa [(M
+ Na)+] 284.1415, found 284.1412.
N-Phenyl-3-((o-tolyloxy)methyl)naphthalen-1-amine (3ha). Light

yellow liquid; yield: 47% (32 mg); 1H NMR (500 MHz, CDCl3) δ
8.06 (d, J = 8.2 Hz, 1H), 7.93 (d, J = 8.0 Hz, 1H), 7.66 (s, 1H), 7.52−
7.59 (m, 3H), 7.35 (t, J = 7.6 Hz, 2H), 7.26 (d, J = 7.2 Hz, 1H), 7.22
(t, J = 7.8 Hz, 1H), 7.10 (d, J = 8.5 Hz, 2H), 7.02 (t, J = 7.8 Hz, 1H),
6.97 (t, J = 7.1 Hz, 2H), 6.04 (brs, 1H), 5.23 (s, 2H), 2.38 (s, 3H); 13C
NMR (126 MHz, CDCl3) δ 156.9, 144.3, 139.4, 135.5, 134.7, 130.8,
129.5, 128.7, 127.2, 127.0, 126.8, 126.5, 125.8, 121.6, 120.9, 120.7,
120.5, 118.0, 113.9, 111.6, 70.0, 16.5; HRMS (ESI), m/z calcd. For
C24H21NNaO [(M + Na)+] 362.1521, found 362.1518.
N-Phenylnaphthalen-1-amine (3ia).23e Light yellow solid; mp

61−65 °C; yield: 56% (25 mg); 1H NMR (500 MHz, CDCl3) δ 8.08
(d, J = 8.2 Hz, 1H), 7.95−7.90 (m, 1H), 7.63 (d, J = 7.7 Hz, 1H),
7.57−7.51 (m, 2H), 7.45 (t, J = 7.6 Hz, 1H), 7.43 (dd, J = 7.4, 1.6 Hz,
1H), 7.35−7.30 (m, 2H), 7.06−7.04 (m, 2H), 7.00−6.95 (m, 1H),
5.97 (brs, 1H); 13C NMR (126 MHz, CDCl3) δ 144.9, 138.9, 134.8,
129.4, 128.6, 127.8, 126.2, 126.1, 125.7, 123.0, 121.9, 120.5, 117.5,
116.0.
7-Methoxy-N,3-diphenylnaphthalen-1-amine (3ka). Light yellow

liquid; yield: 91% (59 mg); 1H NMR (500 MHz, CDCl3) δ 7.87 (d, J
= 8.9 Hz, 1H), 7.81 (s, 1H), 7.70−7.72 (m, 3H), 7.52−7.46 (m, 2H),
7.39 (t, J = 7.4 Hz, 1H), 7.35−7.29 (m, 3H), 7.25 (dd, J = 8.9, 2.5 Hz,
1H), 7.04−7.06 (m, 2H), 6.96 (t, J = 7.3 Hz, 1H), 5.86 (brs, 1H), 3.91
(s, 3H); 13C NMR (126 MHz, CDCl3) δ 158.0, 145.2, 141.0, 138.2,
136.6, 130.5, 129.4, 128.8, 128.7, 127.2, 121.4, 120.3, 119.2, 117.4,
117.0, 100.8, 55.4; HRMS (ESI), m/z calcd. For C23H19NNaO [(M +
Na)+] 348.1364, found 348.1360.
7-Fluoro-N,3-diphenylnaphthalen-1-amine (3la). Light yellow

liquid; yield: 91% (57 mg); 1H NMR (500 MHz, CDCl3) δ 7.93
(dd, J = 8.9, 5.7 Hz, 1H), 7.81 (s, 1H), 7.73 (s, 1H), 7.67−7.73 (m,
3H), 7.49 (t, J = 7.7 Hz, 2H), 7.40 (t, J = 7.4 Hz, 1H), 7.37−7.29 (m,
3H), 7.06 (d, J = 8.1 Hz, 2H), 6.98 (t, J = 7.4 Hz, 1H), 5.83 (s, 1H);
13C NMR (126 MHz, CDCl3) δ 160.8 (d, J = 246.0 Hz), 144.5, 140.6,
138.9 (d, J = 5.5 Hz), 138.1 (d, J = 2.7 Hz), 131.9, 131.2 (d, J = 8.8
Hz), 129.4, 128.8, 128.0 (d, J = 8.2 Hz), 127.4, 127.2, 120.9, 120.6,
117.2, 116.78, 116.77 (d, J = 25.3 Hz), 105.8 (d, J = 22.1 Hz); HRMS
(ESI), m/z calcd. For C22H17FN [(M + H)+] 314.1345, found
314.1339.
6-Chloro-N,3-diphenylnaphthalen-1-amine (3ma). Light yellow

liquid; yield: 97% (64 mg); 1H NMR (500 MHz, CDCl3) δ 7.97 (d, J
= 9.0 Hz, 1H), 7.91 (d, J = 2.1 Hz, 1H), 7.67−7.69 (m, 3H), 7.66 (d, J
= 1.6 Hz, 1H), 7.53−7.47 (m, 2H), 7.45−7.39 (m, 2H), 7.36−7.30 (m,
2H), 7.10−7.05 (m, 2H), 7.00 (tt, J = 7.5, 1.0 Hz, 1H), 5.98 (brs, 1H);
13C NMR (126 MHz, CDCl3) δ 144.3, 140.6, 140.3, 139.6, 135.8,
132.5, 129.6, 129.0, 127.8, 127.5, 127.4, 126.4, 125.1, 123.7, 121.1,
119.9, 117.8, 115.5; HRMS (ESI), m/z calcd. For C22H17ClN [(M +
H)+] 330.1050, found 330.1050.
N,5-Diphenyl-3a,7a-dihydrobenzo[b]thiophen-7-amine (3na).

Light yellow solid; mp 95−97 °C; yield: 82% (50 mg); 1H NMR
(500 MHz, CDCl3) δ 7.76 (d, J = 1.4 Hz, 1H), 7.68−7.63 (m, 2H),

7.53 (d, J = 1.3 Hz, 1H), 7.50−7.44 (m, 4H), 7.41−7.33 (m, 3H),
7.17−7.19 (m, 2H), 7.03 (t, J = 7.4 Hz, 1H), 5.76 (brs, 1H); 13C NMR
(126 MHz, CDCl3) δ 142.8, 141.8, 141.5, 139.3, 138.2, 130.5, 129.5,
128.8, 127.5, 127.2, 126.1, 125.2, 121.5, 118.5, 116.2, 112.2; HRMS
(ESI), m/z calcd. For C20H15NNaS [(M + Na)+] 324.0823, found
324.0817.

1-([1,1′:3′,1″-Terphenyl]-5′-yl)piperidine (3on). Light yellow solid;
mp 108−111 °C; yield: 93% (58 mg); 1H NMR (500 MHz, CDCl3) δ
7.76 (d, J = 7.2 Hz, 4H), 7.55 (t, J = 7.6 Hz, 4H), 7.46 (t, J = 7.4 Hz,
2H), 7.39 (s, 1H), 7.27 (s, 2H), 3.42−3.37 (t, J = 5.4 Hz, 4H), 1.90−
1.83 (m, 4H), 1.72 (m, 2H); 13C NMR (126 MHz, CDCl3) δ 153.1,
142.7, 142.1, 128.8, 127.5, 127.4, 117.7, 114.7, 51.0, 26.0, 24.5; HRMS
(ESI), m/z calcd. For C23H24N [(M + H)+] 314.1909, found
314.1903.

2-Methyl-N,3-diphenylnaphthalen-1-amine (3pa). Light yellow
solid; mp 167−170 °C; yield: 81% (50 mg); 1H NMR (500 MHz,
CDCl3) δ 8.10 (d, J = 8.1 Hz, 1H), 7.95 (d, J = 7.7 Hz, 1H), 7.81 (s,
1H), 7.59−7.47 (m, 7H), 7.30−7.25 (m, 2H), 6.88 (t, J = 7.3 Hz, 1H),
6.69 (d, J = 7.9 Hz, 2H), 5.66 (brs, 1H), 2.38 (s, 3H); 13C NMR (126
MHz, CDCl3) δ 147.0, 142.1, 141.9, 135.1, 132.8, 131.6, 130.8, 129.5,
129.4, 128.3, 127.1, 127.0, 126.4, 125.8, 123.6, 118.4, 113.8, 16.6;
HRMS (ESI), m/z calcd. For C23H20N [(M + H)+] 310.1596, found
310.1592.

2-Pentyl-N,3-diphenylnaphthalen-1-amine (3qa). Light yellow
liquid; yield: 21% (16 mg); 1H NMR (500 MHz, CDCl3) δ 8.00 (d,
J = 8.2 Hz, 1H), 7.85 (d, J = 7.6 Hz, 1H), 7.67 (s, 1H), 7.51−7.37 (m,
7H), 7.17 (t, J = 7.9 Hz, 2H), 6.78 (t, J = 7.3 Hz, 1H), 6.61 (d, J = 7.7
Hz, 2H), 5.63 (brs, 1H), 2.77−2.64 (m, 2H), 1.36−1.32 (m, 2H),
1.10−1.08 (m, 4H), 0.72 (t, J = 7.0 Hz, 3H); 13C NMR (126 MHz,
CDCl3) δ 147.7, 142.1, 141.8, 136.7, 134.8, 132.7, 130.9, 129.4, 129.2,
128.1, 128.0, 127.5, 127.0, 126.2, 125.7, 124.0, 118.2, 113.8, 31.8, 30.0,
29.1, 22.0, 13.8; HRMS (ESI), m/z calcd. For C27H27NNa [(M +
Na)+] 388.2041, found 388.2039.

3-Phenyl-1-(phenylamino)naphthalen-2-ol (3ra). Light yellow
solid; mp 186−189 °C; yield: 48% (30 mg); 1H NMR (500 MHz,
CDCl3) δ 7.89- 7.90 (m, 2H), 7.83−7.76 (m, 2H), 7.70 (d, J = 8.2 Hz,
1H), 7.54 (t, J = 7.6 Hz, 2H), 7.37−7.47 (m, 3H), 7.24 (t, J = 7.9 Hz,
2H), 6.91 (t, J = 7.3 Hz, 1H), 6.75 (d, J = 7.8 Hz, 2H), 5.22 (brs, 2H);
13C NMR (126 MHz, CDCl3) δ 150.0, 146.7, 137.7, 131.2, 130.0,
129.6, 129.5, 129.2, 128.9, 128.7, 128.4, 127.7, 126.9, 123.8, 121.6,
120.0, 119.5, 114.6; HRMS (ESI), m/z calcd. For C22H17NNaO [(M +
Na)+] 334.1208, found 334.1205.

1-(Phenylamino)naphthalen-2-ol (3sa). Light yellow solid; mp
156−158 °C; yield: 28% (13 mg); 1H NMR (500 MHz, CDCl3) δ
7.84 (d, J = 8.0 Hz, 1H), 7.81 (d, J = 8.9 Hz, 1H), 7.70 (d, J = 8.4 Hz,
1H), 7.43−7.39 (m, 1H), 7.35 (dd, J = 7.9, 4.9 Hz, 2H), 7.21 (t, J = 7.9
Hz, 2H), 6.86 (t, J = 7.3 Hz, 1H), 6.73−6.65 (m, 2H), 6.56 (s, 1H);
13C NMR (126 MHz, CDCl3) δ 152.1, 146.7, 132.1, 129.6, 129.1,
128.6, 127.0, 123.4, 121.4, 119.8, 118.6, 116.9, 114.2; HRMS (ESI),
m/z calcd. For C16H13NNaO [(M + Na)+] 258.0895, found 258.0900.

Preparation of 1-Amino-3-phenylnaphthalene. To a 15 mL
tube were added 1-(2-(phenylethynyl)phenyl)ethan-1-one 1a (0.4
mmol), benzylamine 2h (0.8 mmol), Cu(OAc)2·H2O (0.01 mmol),
and 2.0 mL of degassed toluene under an Ar atmosphere. The tube
was sealed with a Teflon lined cap, and the reaction mixture was
stirred at 130 °C for 12 h. The resulting mixture was purified by
column chromatography on silica gel (petroleum ether/ethyl acetate =
50:1) to give 106 mg of 3ah. Then, 3ah (106 mg) and Pd/C (0.1 g,
5% Pd basis) were added to a new 15 mL tube which was filled with
H2. After the addition of 0.5 mL of hydrochloric acid and 5 mL of
C2H5OH, the resulting mixture was stirred at room temperature for 12
h. After the reaction was complete, 1 M KOH solution was added until
the pH was around 8. Then, 5 mL of distilled water and 10 mL of ethyl
acetate were added to the reaction mixture, and the aqueous layer was
extracted with ethyl acetate (10 mL × 3). The combined organic layers
were washed with brine, dried over Na2SO4, and concentrated under
reduced pressure. Finally, the residue was purified by flash column
chromatography on silica gel (petroleum ether/ethyl acetate = 5:1) to
obtain the product 3ap in 71% (62 mg).
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3-Phenylnaphthalen-1-amine (3ap).19 Gray solid; mp 103−106
°C; yield: 71% (62 mg); 1H NMR (500 MHz, CDCl3) δ 7.95 (d, J =
8.1 Hz, 1H), 7.87 (d, J = 8.3 Hz, 1H), 7.79−7.80 (m, 2H), 7.64 (s,
1H), 7.60−7.54 (m, 3H), 7.52 (ddd, J = 8.1, 6.9, 1.3 Hz, 1H), 7.47 (t, J
= 7.4 Hz, 1H), 7.10 (d, J = 1.5 Hz, 1H), 4.13 (brs, 2H); 13C NMR
(126 MHz, CDCl3) δ 142.7, 141.5, 139.2, 134.8, 129.0, 128.9, 127.5,
127.4, 126.4, 125.0, 123.1, 120.9, 117.2, 109.4; HRMS (ESI), m/z
calcd. For C16H14N [(M + H)+] 220.1126, found 220.1131.
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